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the mind a feeling of horror and dread
similar to that produced by the imposing
solemnities of a funeral at sea, b}^ the
minute-gun firing at intervals, the howling
of the tempest and the wild uproar of the
waves, when the crew assemble on the deck
to bury their dead in the bosom of a
troubled sea."

In former days the Mississippi was
subject to floods resulting in great over-
flows, but much has been done in recent
time to confine the river between artificial
embankments known as levees. The
Ganges, too, has its flood, and every April
converts the plain through which it flows
into a lake 32 feet deep.

or Yellow River; while in Scotland there
is the Blackadder, and in Masailand the
Black River. It may be noted here, how-
ever, that the word '''Orange" in "Orange
River" refers to the House of Orange and
not to the color of the river, and that
the Niger is not so called because black,
but because "N-eg-hirren" is the native
word for "river".

In some cases the color of a river is due
to the color of its bed or of its reflected
banks. Thus, the Black River of Masai-
land appears black because of the black
lava over which it flows. In other cases
it is the contents of the river, such as clay
or peat, that give the river its character -

) Underwood & Underwood, N. Y.

THE DEVASTATING FLOODS IN  THE  VALLEY OF THE  MISSISSIPPI

The most celebrated floods in the world
are probably the periodic floods of the
Nile, which irrigate and fertilize the land
of Egypt. All of a sudden in dry, sunny
weather the Nile rises, and continues to
rise till at its highest its volume is increased
ten or twenty fold. To the ancients the
rise was a prodigy and a marvel, but we
now know that the rise is due to rains and
thawing snows on the Abyssinian moun-
tains of the upper reaches of the Nile.

As is well known, rivers vary in color,
and sometimes by their color they have
been named. Thus, the Greeks have a
river Aspropotamo, or White River, and
there are many Rio Blancos, while a certain
stretch of the Nile is known as the White
Nile. There is also in the United States
the Red River, and in China the Hoang-ho

istic color. Thus, the Blackadder is
blackened by its peaty contents; and there
is an inky-black stream in Algeria whose
waters are really black owing to the fact
that one of its two tributaries absorbs
iron from the soil, while the other absorbs
gallic acid, the mixture of the two accord-
ingly producing actual ink. Rivers vary
also in taste according to the mineral in-
gredients they contain. Some are actually
salt, like the Salt River of Australia, and
some are acid, like the Rio de Vinagre, in
Central America.

When we look in a general way at the
distribution of rivers one of the first things
that strikes us is the fact that the dis-
tribution is decidedly unequal, and that
the Atlantic Ocean receives more than its
fair share of river water.